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Banco I’OPH&IJ‘; the leading bank in Latin America, Is using the entire west facade of
the Banco Popular Building in San Juan, Puerto Rico as an in-house advertis-
ing campaign billboard.
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BANCO POPULAR

This bold step in advertising uses a fabric mesh banner 15.24m wide by
51.81m long (50 f by 170 i), as its pallet. The strectoral system and installation
method, developed by our team, allows the fabric banner to be easily and econom-
ically changed for Miture advertising campaigns,

| T EOURTESY A SORM ARTHITEOTIRE Ihe existing 20story boilding has a

rectangular foor plan with 12 massive struc- n new ha“giﬂﬂ
tural columns located along the building
e b : e method for banners
perimeter: These columns also house existing
mechanical ventifation equipment, The exist-  makes a Puerto

ing concrete office twower was butle in 1962

anel is sull pne of the wallest strucres on the Rican Sk‘yscmpﬂr a
island, The owner, Banco Popular, dictated = [
; sign in itself

our architectural Sstructural design eritera as,

It provides shade aad was desigeed

“not visually impacting the architecirl
integiiy of the building while the fabric ban- gy ANDREW FORMICELLA
ners were notin place.”
Bauro Happold reviewesd the original
construction documentaton and worked close-
Iy with the Banco Popular Consulting Engineer,
Danes and Moore Consulting Engineeis,
The exterior stuctural columns are

aiffser from the corners aned prowade from the
bualding face from 091 m (5 f) ac the wop o
1.52m (5 [} at the building base, The Wes

Banco Popular’s basmer is a unique ad
te withstand hurricane winds.

facade (short fide) has two columns Ta46m (54 F) apant éreating one PIIH']III‘-'II
signage by, The South facade has four columns 14.94m (49 L) apart creating
three potential signage hays.

The existing window mullion system proteudes from the building face
0.8m (1 ). The provuding mullion sysiem forces the fabric away
from the building face, thus making the project unique. Most large
fabric signage systems ave placed directly on fla surfaces allowing for
perimeter frames and simple atachment methocls.

We designed the falwic Banners withstand hurricane force
winels, a3 it is unrealistic 1o expect the banners 1o be manually removed
within a 24-hour notice period of an approaching hurricane. Current
ANSE (American National Stndards Institute] codes specifies a wind
loatling of 55.88mps {125 mph] or Z30kPA (50 psf} of wind pressure,
for San_Juan Puerio Rico. Our final design met this requirement,

The fabvic bamner is it is '.1[.1[J-|':mi=:||;|l'.{'|‘.c 0.91m (3 ) off the
Facade of the building, thus allowing sirflow behind the bannes. To
withstand hurticane Foree winds and pressures, we designed a system
of high strength polvester belts, factory applied, approximately every
1.6Bm (5 fu-b in.) on conter |'||:r|'i.-'.|.|nnli'||i:l.. o the underside of the Fab-
ric. The high strength polyester belts are affixed o discrete concrewe
anchors, which attach directly 1o the existing building superstrucinre.
The belis are then matcheted into place and lo ked. Horzonial sup-

prari 1% }Hnﬁ{hql lr:. an aluminum trass system arsched ij.!n]l}{ a series

By using mesh, the architects were able to cower over windows while allowing

occupants a view oet.
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